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Introduced by Council Member Gaffney:
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ORDINANCE 2013-168-W
AN ORDINANCE RENAMING 1ST STREET WEST EXTENDING APPROXIMATELY 1.5 MILES FROM JEFFERSON STREET NORTH TO MAIN STREET NORTH TO “REVEREND HENRY T. RHIM BLVD.”, IN COUNCIL DISTRICT 7; WAIVING THE REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 745.105(e) (2), ORDINANCE CODE, REGARDING PERSONS WHO STREETS MAY BE NAMED AFTER; WAIVING THE REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 745.105 (f), ORDINANCE CODE, REGARDING ABBREVIATIONS IN PROPOSED STREET NAMES; DIRECTING LEGISLATIVE SERVICES TO FORWARD ORDINANCE TO THE PLANNING DEPARTMENT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, more than 40 years ago, Henry Thomas Rhim was highly recommended by the leaders of the Luther Rice Seminary to be the new Pastor Teacher for St. Joseph Missionary Baptist Church; and

WHEREAS, in a span of four decades, Reverend Doctor H.T. Rhim has served as an outstanding leader, and pastor impacting thousands of lives in the Jacksonville area as the Pastor of St. Joseph Missionary Baptist Church; and

WHEREAS, as the pastor of St. Joseph Missionary Baptist Church, Reverend Doctor H.T. Rhim implements approximately 44 innovative ministries including but not limited to the Big Brothers/Big Sisters Ministry, the Computer Ministry; the Educational Ministry and the Social Justice Ministry; and
WHEREAS, in an effort to give hope and inspiration to all residents in Jacksonville, the Radio Ministry entitled “Let the Bible Speak,” was first broadcasted on the air in 1970 on WBIX, and continues in the present day as a weekly broadcast on WCGL on Wednesdays mornings; and

WHEREAS, in 1982, the members of St. Joseph Missionary Baptist Church purchased 2.5 acres of land and broke ground on a new church building on April 20, 1985 and within less than 10 years, completely satisfied the mortgage for the new church building  in September, 1994; and 
WHEREAS, Reverend Doctor Henry T. Rhim has served in numerous officer roles in the East Florida and Bethany Baptist Association including serving as President, Financial Secretary, and Chieftain of the Youth Department; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Doctor Henry T. Rhim serves commendably as a member of the Board of Trustees of the Baptist Ministers Conference of Duval and surrounding communities, and the Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Doctor Henry T. Rhim’s role as a successful leader has extended statewide being elected and eventually serving 10 consecutive terms as the President of the Progressive Missionary and Educational Baptist State Convention of Florida, Inc.  During his first 2 terms as President, Reverend Doctor H.T. Rhim; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Doctor Henry T. Rhim was appointed at the national level to the finance committee of the National Baptist Convention of America, Inc., and quickly advanced to be appointed 1st Vice President of the Congress in September, 1988 and 4th Vice President in 1990; and

 WHEREAS, as a representative of the Congress of National Black Churches, Reverend Doctor Henry T. Rhim authored 2 devotions for the African American Devotional Bible; and
WHEREAS, expressing his sincere devotion for the Jacksonville community, Reverend Doctor Henry T. Rhim is an active member of the NAACP, and was appointed, in 1986 to the Governor’s Task Force on the Black Family by Governor Bob Graham and numerous other Task Forces and the Jacksonville Urban League; and

WHEREAS, in 1988, he was appointed to the University of North Florida Student-to-Student Program’s Advisory Council; and

WHEREAS, most notably, the Florida Seminary at Lakeland, Florida awarded Reverend Doctor Rhim an Honorary Doctor of Divinity Degree; and
WHEREAS, in early 1997, Reverend Doctor Henry T. Rhim chartered and developed the Blackbottom/Springfield Human Development Corporation which formed the Project S.P.I.R.I.T. program for after-school tutoring and summer camp activities; and
WHEREAS, the St. Joseph Missionary Baptist Church has been in the Jacksonville community for 83 years, having received national recognition for celebrating its 70th anniversary; and 

WHEREAS, in 2000, the St. Joseph received acknowledgements from President Bill Clinton; Vice President Al Gore, Senator Bob Graham, Governor Jeb Bush, Senator Betty Holzendorf, Mayor John A. Delaney, Sheriff Nathaniel Glover and other Presidential cabinet members; and
 WHEREAS, the provisions of Chapter 745 Ordinance Code, have been complied with in all respects; and

WHEREAS, the provisions of Section 745.105 (e) (2), Ordinance Code, allow for streets to be renamed for persons who have been deceased for a minimum five (5) years; but given the nature of Reverend Doctor Henry T. Rhim’s accomplishments, the Council hereby has determined to waive any limitation on the naming of a street after a person, and also to waive any other ordinance or rule inconsistent with the purposes of this ordinance;and

WHEREAS, the provisions of Section 745.105 (f), Ordinance Code, require that proposed street names not include abbreviations; but given the nature of Reverend Doctor Henry T. Rhim’s accomplishments, the Council hereby has determined to waive any limitation on the abbreviation in the proposed street name change; and
 WHEREAS, on February 13, 2013, the 911 Addressing Advisory Committee reviewed (the minutes of the 911 Addressing Advisory Committee are attached hereto as Exhibit 1) and recommended approval for the street name change, attached hereto as Exhibit 2; and   

WHEREAS, on February 27, 2013, the Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission reviewed (the minutes of the Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission are attached hereto as Exhibit 3) and recommended denial of the street name change; now therefore,
BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:

Section 1.

1st Street West Renamed.  The name of 1st Street West, extending approximately 1.5 miles from Jefferson Street North to Main Street North, in Council District 7 is hereby renamed “Reverend Henry T. Rhim Blvd.”, by which name such street shall be hereafter known. A copy of the map of 1st Street West to “Reverend Henry T. Rhim Blvd.” is attached hereto as Exhibit 4.
Section 2. 
Waiver of Section 745.105 (e) (2). Section 745.105 (e)(2), Ordinance Code, requiring the approval of streets named for persons who have been deceased for five years, is hereby waived to allow for the new street name as set forth in Section 1 hereof.  
Section 3. 
Waiver of Section 745.105 (f). Section 745.105 (f), Ordinance Code, requiring that proposed street names not include abbreviations, is hereby waived to allow for the new street name as set forth in Section 1 hereof.  
Section 4.

Directing Legislative Services to forward a copy to the Planning Department.  The Chief of Legislative Services is requested to send a copy of this legislation once enacted to the Planning Department, Addressing Unit, for processing, implementation, and coordination with the Public Works Department, Traffic Engineering Division and other affected agencies and organizations. 
Section 5.

Effective Date.

This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Cherry A. Shaw
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Cherry A. Shaw
G:\SHARED\LEGIS.CC\2013\Ord\Henry T  Rhim Street Name Change 020713.doc
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911 Emergency Addressing Advisory Committee Meeting

February 13, 2013 '
Street Name Change from 1 Street West to Reverend Henry T Rhim Boulevard

Ellen Fales presented staff's report concerning the proposed street name

change. The report identified that the street name change included the entire
contiguous length of 1s Street West that extends from Jefferson Street North to Main
Street North. Staff reported that there are eighteen parcels along the roadway,
seven of which access directly from 1s' Street West. Of these seven, five of these
properties are currently addressed from the roadway.

Staff identified applicable regulations under Section 745.105 of the Ordinance
Code that pertain to street name changes of which include,
Section 745.105 (e) - Streets may only be renamed after a person if such person is:

1) A person who has achieved prominence as a result of his or her
significant, positive contribution to the United States of America
and/or local community; and

2) A person who has been deceased for at least five years.

Section 745.105 (f) - A proposed street name shall not exceed 30 characters in
length, including directional and street type information, and shall not include
special characters, hyphenation or abbreviations, and shall otherwise be in
compliance with the guidelines set forth in the Policy.

Section 745.105 (g) - All street name changes shall be for the entire length of the
street and not for a short segment of the street. The entire length shall be deemed
as the contiguous length of the roadway.

Staff asked the Committee to review the name change from the standpoint of
whether or not the name change creates a safety issue or if the name itself
presents a problem for the databases that are used in the 911 COM Center or for
databases that are used by the USPS.

More specifically the Committee was asked if the location and extent of the
proposed name change presents a problem for emergency response. The
Committee was also asked if the spelling of the proposed name, the use of an
abbreviation within the name, or the length of the name present any issues for the
databases that used by emergency response or USPS.

Pat Welte asked if the Committee had reviewed a similar type of name change for
Doctor Roy Baker on 8'h Street and Ellen Fales identified that the name change had
actually occurred on Venus Street. She further explained that the issue that the
Committee identified with the “Doctor Roy Baker” name change dealt with the
abbreviation of Doctor, abbreviated as “Dr," which is also the same abbreviation
for Drive and for that reason the Commitiee asked that the word Doctor be spelled
out rather than have that abbreviation in the name. '

Pat Welte expressed that there might be a problem with the abbreviation since
punctuation such as a “period" is not allowed in a street name. The “T" might be
combined with the last name which might cause the name to tumn into TRhim by
someone unfamiliar with the Reverend or with local history but she stated that the
abbreviation would not be a problem as a directional.
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Pat Welte also asked if the Committee had at one time worked on a Resolution to
minimize honorary street names because of manner in which these name changes
tend to break up the street names along the roadway. Ellen Fales identified that
the ordinance allows for these types of name changes and this was something that
was never eliminated.

Leslie Rosenfeld pointed out that Chapter 745 identifies that the person should be
deceased for 5 years and that does not appear to be the case with this street
renaming. Ellen Fales explained that City Council always has the opportunity to
choose to waive these requirements, and that the legislation for tnis name change
would most likely include that type of waiver.

In response to the question concerning abbreviations in the Post Office database,
Leslie Rosenfeld identified that the “T" would not be a problem, but she could see
where people might eventually change the name in the manner that Ms. Welte
had previously indicated. She also expressed that she could not see anyone
spelling out the full name “Reverend Henry Thomas Rhim Blvd” and that most likely
people will abbreviate the Reverend portion of the name. However as far as the
USPS database is concerned either of the top two choices would be fine.

Staff asked how many character spaces the USPS database would allow and Ms.
Rosenfeld responded that their database could handle that, but most mailer's
databases would not. Their databases could probably handle abbreviating both
the "Reverend” and “Thomas"” and most mailer's will probably abbreviate the
“Reverend”.

Ms Fales identified that the first two Choices (“Reverend Henry T Rhim Blvd” and
“Rev Henry Thomas Rhim Blvd" are 26 character spaces. Ms. Rosenfeld explained
the USPS general guideline is 30 characters including the primary number all spaces
and any secondary information. However, we also enter an abbreviated alias that
mailers can use.

The Chairman recognized Planning Director Calvin Burney and asked if there was
anything that he wanted to add to the discussion. He suggested that if the number
of character spaces would be a problem that abbreviating both the “Reverend”
and the “Thomas"” might be appropriate.

Ms Welte identified that the 20 Street Expressway, named Reverend Martin Luther
King Parkway, is now often referred to as King Parkway or MLK. Based on how this
name has been abbreviated she asked the question as to what the proposed
name might become 10 years from now and expressed that these abbreviations
could become confusing.

David Quintanilla asked Ms Welte if a call taker receives a call in which the
proposed name is identified would the call taker mistakenly hear the “T" as a “B" or
a "P". Ms Welte explained that this would not be as much of an issue as them
grabbing on to the Henry or the Rhim and then questioned what the primary name
for this road would become.
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Jeff Smith stated that in legislation you are never going to legislate out accents,
slang. drawls, phonics or anything like that. Ms Rosenfeld pointed out that in
databases you have the ability to put in aliases, so if someone doesn't say the
Reverend then you can enter that alias, and if someone doesn't say the Henry then
you can adjust for that. The Committee discussed the example of the street name
J Turner Butler and the various names that are used in its place such as JTB, J T Butler
and Butler Blvd.

Ms Welte expressed that no matter what they do there is going to be some growing
pains and asked how many aliases will be required for this name=?.

Ms Rosenfeld asked how many aliases can be built into the 911 system and Ms
Welte responded that it depends which database they are talking about, some of
them can only take one.

Ms Fales asked if there is a preference concerning the abbreviation. Is it better to
have the abbreviation occur as a single letter such as the "T" in Thomas or is it
better to abbreviate Reverend?

Ms Welte asked if the T is a necessary part of the name and staff responded that
the “T" has always been included in the name.

The Chairman asked the Committee if they are okay with the first two choices as
long as we keep it within the 30 spaces and the consensus of the Committee was
that they were okay with these choices. The Chairman then explained that the
Committee has to make a decision to approve the first two phrasings or to
disapprove.

Ms Rosenfeld made a motion to approve either of the first two alternatives for the
street name of "Reverend Henry T Rhim Blvd" and “Rev Henry Thomas Rhim Blvd".

Jeff Smith seconded the motion.
The motion passed unanimously.
Ms Welte then asked staff to confirm that the entire length of the road, from

Jefferson Street to Main Street, was included in the change and staff responded
that the entire length is included.
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911 Emergency Addressing Advisory Committee Report

Date: February 13, 2013

Present Street Name: IstStreet West [AKA West Ist Street). Per Section
745.105, the entire contiguous length of Ist Street
West from Jefferson Street North to Main Street
North is being included in the proposed street
name change.

Proposed Street Name: Reverend Henry T Rhim Boulevard

Reason for Change: This sfreet name change is in recognition of the
significant contributions that Reverend Henry T.
Rhim has made to the Blackbottom Hansontown/
Springfield neighborhoods, the Jacksonville
community, and to the State of Florida.

Background

Reverend Henry T. Rhim has served as Pastor of the St Joseph Missionary
Bapfist Church, located at 485 Ist Street West, for 33 years. During that
fime Reverend Rhim has actively worked toward improving the lives of
citizens within the Springfield neighborhood, the Jacksonville community,
and throughout the State of Florida.

In 1986 Reverend Rhim was appointed to the Governor's task force on the
Black Family by Governor Bob Graham and later served on the Florida
Community College of Jacksonville task force for minorities. He has served
on the Board of Directors of the Jacksonville Urban League and on the
Advisory Board of Edward Waters College Center of Excellence. He has
been instrumental in the organization of the Jacksonville Help Center for
drug abuse and also established Blackbottom/Springfield Human
Development Corporation where he currently serves as Chairman of the
Board.

Reverend Rhim is the past Financial Secretary of the East Florida and
-Bethany Baptist Association, past President of the East Florida and Bethany
Baptist Conference of Christian Education and past Chieftain of the Youth
Department of the Association. Locally, he is also a member of the Board
of Trustees of the Baptist Ministers Conference of Duval and Adjacent
Counties and a member of the Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance.
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In 1988 Reverend Rhim was appointed to the University of North Florida
Student to Student Program's Advisory Council. In 1990 he was awarded
an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree from Florida Seminary at Lakeland,
Florida and in 1996 he was awarded honorary Doctor of Humane Letters
from Florida Memorial College. In 2002, he was added to the Board of
Directors of the Memorial College Foundation where he also served two
years as President. He is currently serving on the Executive Committee of
the Board of Trustees of Florida Memorial College.

15t Street West (AKA West 1¢t Street)

Ist Streef West extends from Jefferson Street North to Main Street North for
a distance of approximately one half mile. The 1st Street West road name
changes to I Street East at Main Street North. The roadway is identified as
an approved public roadway that is maintained by the City.

There are eighteen parcels that abut 1st Street West, seven of which

directly access from this roadway. Of these properties, only five of the
properties utilize a 1st Street West address. These properties are identified

as follows:
RE# Address Use
070791 0000 | 33 Ist Sftreet West Office Building owned by Bethel Baptist
Institutional Church, Inc.
070825 0000 101 1¢t Street West | Karpeles Manuscript Library Museum
070696 0000 | 401 Ist Street West | State Employees Credit Union

070643 0000

485 Ist Street West

St Joseph Missionary Baptist Church,

Inc.

055070 0000

500 Ist Street West

First Florida Credit Union (Government
Employees Credit Union of Flerida)

Map 1 shown on the following page identifies the location and extent of
the proposed street renaming. In order to comply with the requirements

established under Sec. 745.105 (g) pertaining to renaming the entire

length of the road, the entire length of 15t Street West has been included

within the proposed name change.
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From 1st Street West to Reverend Henry T. Rhim Boulevard ( ‘ \

Map 2 below identifies the seven parcels that are directly accessed from
Ist Streef West. The map also shows the location of St Joseph Missionary
Baptist Church in which Reverend Rhim is currently the Pastor. The map
and also shows the location of the two Credit Unions, Karpeles Manuscript
Library and the office building owned by Bethel Baptist Institutional
Church.
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Properties Addressed from 1st Street West

Applicable requlations identified under Chapter 745

* Sec. 745.105 Changing names of public streets by Ordinance;
Honorary Street Designations by Ordinance

(e) Streets may only be renamed after a person if such person
is:
(1) A person who has achieved prominence as a result
of his or her significant, positive contribution to the
United States of America and/or the local community;
and
(2) A person who has been deceased for at least five
years.

(f] A proposed street name shall not exceed 30 characters in
length, including directional and street type information, and
shall not include special characters, hyphenation or

4
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abbreviations, and shall otherwise be in compliance with the
guidelines sef forth in the Policy.

(g) All street name changes shall be for the entire length of
the street and noft for a short segment of the street. The entire
length shall be deemed as the contiguous length of the
roadway.

Impacts

Sec. 745.105 (e) (2] identifies that streets can only be named after a
person if the individual has been deceased for at least five years. The
proposed street renaming legislation allows City Council to choose to
waive this requirement for this proposed street renaming.

The proposed street name falls within the allowable number of character
spaces as identified under Sec. 745.105 (f) as long as the street type of
“Boulevard” is abbreviated as “Blvd". This abbreviation brings tne road
name length to 26 character spaces. Abbreviations of the street type are
commonly used and should be considered acceptable.

However, under this same section, it stipulates that abbreviations cannot
be included within the (root) name of the road. The proposed road name
includes an abbreviation of “T" which is the middle initial within Reverend
Rhim’s name. The Committee will need to determine if this abbreviation
would create a problem for the databases that are used for emergency
response and/or for the US Postal Service.

If the Committee determines that the inclusion of this abbreviation creates
an issue then another alternative might be to eliminate the middle initial
by including the full middle name, Thomas, within the street name.
However, spelling out all portions of the name utilizes 31 character spaces
so if this option is selected it may be necessary to abbreviate the title
"Reverend” as "Rev" in order to keep the number of characters spaces
under the 30 character space limit.

If neither abbreviation is acceptable then it may be necessary to
recommend a different street type designation that can be abbreviated
to 2 character spaces such as "St" for Street or "Dr” for Drive. The Public
Works Department has indicated that they can manage to place a street
name of 30 character spaces on their 48" street sign blade, however the
exact number of character spaces that can be included on a sign
depends on the letters within the name. For example, the letter "O" takes
up more space then the letter “".
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The proposed street renaming is consistent with Sec. 745.105 (e} in that the
enfire length of st Street West is included as part of this name change.
However, the eastern most portion of this roadway, from Hogan's Creek to
Main Streef North, extends into the Springfield Historic District. As such,
there may be a desire to exclude this portion of the road from the
proposed road name change. The Committee may want to discuss other
locations that would promote a logical transition from the st Street West
street name to the Reverend Henry T Rhim Boulevard name.

The map below shows the proposed street name change in relation to the
Springfield Historic District.

Proposed Street Name Change —

. -
Reverend Henry T Rhim Boulevard { :
Lacation and Extent of Proposed Street Name Change e
NORTH

Atea included in the Springfield Historic District

This proposed street renaming would require an address change for the St
Joseph Missionary Baptist Church and the three active business uses along
the road. It is doubtful that the Church would object to an address
change as a result of this street renaming since Reverend Rhim is the
Pastor of this church.

The office building owned by the Bethel Baptist Institutional Church does
not appear to house any active uses at this time. Although there is an
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active JEA meter at this location, USPS does not identify active delivery
points at this location.

911 Emergency Addressing Advisory Committee Recommendation

The Committee recommended approval of the proposed name change
using either the name Reverend Henry T Rhim Boulevard or Rev Henry
Thomas Rhim Boulevard.
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THE CHAIRWOMAN: Hearing none, by your
action, you have withdrawn COA-13-099.

There is no work without a COA and there
are no minor modifications.

We're going to move on to New Business and
take one item out of order, so we're going to
start with item 2, which is the street name
change from West 1st Street to Reverend Henry
T. Rhim Boulevard.

We'll go ahead and have a staff report.

MR. McEACHIN: Yes. Consistent with
Chapter 745 of the ordinance code on addressing
and street naming regulations, these requests
to change the name of streets also go before
the Commission for their review and their
recommendation. And what you have today is a
request to -- or an application made to change
the name of West 1lst Street from Jefferson
Street North -- North Jefferson Street East to
North Main Street, and the proposed new name
would be the Reverend Henry T. Rhim Boulevard,
and the request has been made in relation to
his service and contribution to Hansontown and
to Springfield and to the city of Jacksonville,

and, of course, his service of 33 years in the

Diang M. Tropia, [ne., P.O. Rox 2375. lacksonvillg, Fls 32203
(904) 821-0300
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ministry of the church.

The Commission has to consider six things
in their deliberations about these requests to
change the street -- to rename a street, and
I'1ll just go through them real guickly and sort
of give you a report of what we know.

Number 1, the origin of the street name.
West 1lst Street was part of the original street
name of the Springfield subdivision. We
actually found a record of West 1lst Street and
other numerical streets going north as early as
1877, and that pretty much was followed through
in 1882 when the current plat was —-- was
actually filed, and so all the east-west
streets in the original 1882 plat have a
numerical sequence.

And, of course, that would be -- fhat
would answer number 2, is any historical
significance of the existing street name. And,
again, like I say, it's a historic numerical
system that names streets on the east-west
going -- going north.

Number 3 is whether there is any --
whether there are historic structures or

landmarks on the subject street. The street

Diang M. Tropia, Inc., P.O. Box 2575. lacksonvillg, Fls 32203
(904) 821-0300
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enters the -- the Springfield historic district
at Hogan Street, and it crosses going east --
crosses over Hogan Street and then going to
Main Street. It's within the boundaries of the
district.

One significant building that faces the
street 1s the First Church of Christ Science --
Scientist, which was built in 1921, and it now
houses the Acropolis Museum and it directly
faces West 4th -- 1st Street.

Also, West 1lst Street is the northern
boundary of the Waterworks Park. And although
the Waterworks Park isn't addressed on West 1st
Street, it is -- it 1is part of its
identification as far as being the northern
boundary of that particular site. And, of
course, Waterworks Park has been part of the
city since the 1880s. It's -- they've been
using that location for pumping and providing
water -- municipal water. And there are a
couple of landmark buildings currently on
that -- on the Waterworks Park.

And then, of course, the -- going outside
the district, West 1lst Street also is the

northern boundary for the -- for Bethel Baptist

Diang M. Tropia, Inc., P.O. Box 2375. lacksonville, Fls 32203
(904) 821-0300
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Institutional -- Bethel Baptist Institutional
Church, and --

AUDIENCE MEMBER: {Inaudible.)

MR. McEACHIN: What's that?

MR. TEAL: He's on the phone.

MR. McEACHIN: My apologies. I'm --

MS. MARTINAGE: Sir, can you please take
the conversation outside?

MR. McEACHIN: Okay. Whether there's --
the existing street name is part of a common
theme of street names throughout the community
where such street 1s located. And, again, this
pattern that started in Springfield in 1877 or
early 1882, the numeric streets beinc all
east-west streets having a number designation,
that pattern was picked up by subsequent plats
so that that use actually went beyond
Springfield and was used to the east and to the
north and to the west, so it set a pretty
significant pattern as far as the naming of the
streets go.

The age of the street name, 1877 is the
best that we can determine at this time.

Whether the street name is a duplicate

street name. As far as I know, it is not a

Diang M. Tropia, Inc., P.O. Box 2375. Jacksonville, Fls 32203
(904) 821-0300
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duplicate street name as it relates to the city
of Jacksonville.

And I know we have some people here that
probably want to speak on this item.

THE CHAIRWOMAN: Any other guestions of
the staff?

MR. MOORE: Did staff make a
recommendation?

MR. McEACHIN: If y'all ask me to.

MR. MOORE: You haven't done one?

MR. McEACHIN: It's also been brought to
my attention too that we have received quite a
few e-mails in opposition to this street name
change. It's about --

MS. MARTINAGE: There's approximately 40
e-mails that I have received since last
Thursday. All of them, for the record, are
very complimentary of Reverend Rhim; however,
due to the historic nature of 1lst Street, they
are all in opposition.

THE CHAIRWOMAN: Let the record show that
we have received those e-mails.

MS. MARTINAGE: And they are in your
packets in front of you.

THE CHAIRWOMAN: Oh, they are? Okay.

Piang M. Tropia, Inc., P.O. Box 2375. l[acksonvillg, Tl 32203
(904) 821-0300
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All right. With that, I'm going to_open
the public hearing and invite the applicant or
anyone in the audience to speak to this
application.

Is there anyone who would like to speak in
favor of the street name change?

AUDIENCE MEMBERS: (No response.)

THE CHAIRWOMAN: All right. Anybody else
who would like to speak on the street name
change?

MS. TREDENNICK: (Indicating.)

THE CHATRWOMAN: Come on up.

(Ms. Tredennick approaches the podium.)

THE REPORTER: Just state your name,
please.

MS. TREDENNICK: Okay. JoAnn Tredennick.

And, in this case, I'm speaking on behalf
of SPAR Council's Design Review Committee.

As has been noted, we've, of course,
received numerous messages really unanimously
opposing this street name change.

We'll also reiterate it has nothing to do
with the individual after whom the streeﬁ is
proposed to be named. It has to do with the

historic district and the fact that 1st Street

Diang M. Tropis, Inc., P.O. Boxr 2375. lacksonvillg, Fls 32203
(904) 821-0300
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and -- 1is an integral part -- that street name
is an integral part of the pattern of street
names in historic Springfield. Springfield 1is,
of course, a nationally and locally designated
historic district.

We feel this would set a bad precedent, to
start allowing street names within our historic
district to be changed, because they represent
part of the history of the neighborhood and the
historic fabric of the neighborhood.

So we are unanimously opposed to any
change of street names in the Springfield
historic district at any time for any reason as
far as we can see.

Thank you.

THE CHAIRWOMAN: Thank you.

Is there --

DIRECTOR BURNEY: (Indicating.)

THE CHATRWOMAN: Come on up.

(Director Burney approaches the podium.)

DIRECTOR BURNEY: Good afternoon.

THE CHAIRWOMAN: Good afternoon.

Do we need to swear --

MR. TEAL: No.

DIRECTOR BURNEY: I just wanted to provide
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some, you know, additional information.

This street -- proposed street name change
has been submitted to the City's 911 Committee,
and that committee has reviewed the proposed
street name change as well as with the limits,
and they did approve the proposal to change the
name of this street.

And when it went before the 911 Committee,
they loocked at several factors. I think one
thing that was brought out was that, you know,
this street only touches the -- I guess it
would be the southern boundary of the
historical district, a little, short piece from
Heogan's Creek over to Main Street.

But there was a lot of discussion as it
relates to the proposal for the name change to
Reverend Henry T. Rhim Boulevard, and I think
if you look in your document, I think that
report is part of your document and was part of
the documentation that was submitted to the
911 Committee.

We talked a bit about all the
contributions that had been made by
Reverend Rhim.

So all of that was presented at the
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911 Committee, and I just wanted to make you
aware of -- you know, that it had gone before
that committee and there was significant
discussions about the proposed name change.

Thank you.

THE CHAIRWOMAN: Thank you very much.

Would anybody else in the audience like to
speak on this application?

(Audience member approaches the podium.)

AUDIENCE MEMBER: Hello.

THE REPORTER: Just state your name and
address, please.

AUDIENCE MEMBER: William Hoff, 215 East
7th Street, 32206.

THE REPORTER: Thank you.

MR. HOFF: I am here speaking today on
behalf of both myself -- also, I'm currently
serving as the Springfield Preservation and
Revitalization president as well.

Like others have said, we got word of this
about five days ago. We've been contacted by
many, many residents of the Springfield
historic district. None have been in favor of
this for mostly the same reasons that have

already been mentioned. One is that, you know,
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this -- the numbered streets in the
neighborhood are part of the histeoric fabric.
They are part of what makes the neighborhood
unique. It's part of the neighborhood
continuity. It does make up the southernmost
boundary of a national historic district, and
we just feel that it's very important that the
name is not changed.

Also, I believe, if the information that

we received is correct, that it would violate

Chapter 745 -- Section 745.105. It says that
for a -- a street name to be changed after an
individual, that individual has to be -- would

have had to have passed away over five years
ago as well. And, thankfully, that is not the
case yet.

So while we certainly acknowledge that
Reverend Rhim deserves some kind of recognition
for all of his fantastic work, the residents of
the Springfield historic district would not be
in favor of recognizing Reverend Rhim in this
way.

That's it.

THE CHAIRWOMAN: Thank you very much.

Is there anyone else who'd like to speak
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on the application?

AUDIENCE MEMBERS: (No response.)

THE CHAIRWOMAN: All right. Seeing none,
I'm going to close the public hearing and open
it up for discussion.

MR. CASE: Well, I think in light of the
sheer volume of voices against the name change,
I'm inclined to strongly consider those voices
and this issue.

THE CHAIRWOMAN: Our charge is to look at
this from a purely historic vantage point.

And, in my mind, that does indicate that the
historic platting has a lot of integrity. It's
part of the identity of the neighborhood, the
rhythm of the street numbers.

So as compelling a reguest as this 1is

because of the significance of Reverend Rhim, I

would be hesitant -- regardless of the
community's support or -- or challenge, because
I'm very -- I think there's a civic importance

to places like 1st and Main and tracking
through the street numbers, so I would feel --
just from the kind of historic planning
significance of the street numbers, I'd be

disinclined to support this.
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MR. MOORE: Me too. I -- Joel went
through the six factors that they considered,
and every one of them, in listening to that,
suggested that the street name stay the same,
so I would not support a name change.

MS. MANSFIELD: I concur with all those
reasons.

I have reviewed all of the e-mails that
were given to us, and I counted 36, and not one
of them based it on any reason other than to
preserve the historic nature of the community.

And I think that the Secretary of Interior
standards -- as we said tonight here and in
some of the comments in the e-mails, it's not
just the buildings themselves, it's the entire
context of the neighborhood. And to not have a
West 1st Street when there's an East 1lst
Street, when it's the beginning of the
neighborhood, it's the border of the
neighborhood, and just the historic nature of
Springfield in its relation to downtown, I just
don't think it's appropriate to change the
name .

THE CHAIRWOMAN: Any other comments?

COMMISSION MEMBERS: (No response.)
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THE CHAIRWOMAN: All right. I will -~ is
this something we make a motion and vote on?

MR. TEAL: Yes.

THE CHATIRWOMAN: Okay. I will entertain a
motion.

MS. MANSFIELD: What's the motion? Do we
support to change or --

MR. TEAL: The item before you is a
recommendation to the City Council as to
whether or not to adopt the street name change
pursuant to Chapter 745 of the ordinance code.
So the motion would be to either recommend
approval or recommend denial.

THE CHAIRWOMAN: Okay.

MR. CASE: Madam Chairman, I move that we
recommend denial to the City Council of the
proposed name change.

MR. ALLMAND: Second.

THE CHAIRWOMAN: I have a motion and a
second.

All in favor, say aye.

Aye.

MS. MANSFIELD: Aye.

MR. CASE: Avye.

MR. ALLMAND: Aye.
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MR. MOORE: Aye.

THE CHAIRWOMAN: Opposed.

MS. HACKLEY: Nay.

MS. MANSFIELD: And I'll also note that
there were a lot of e-mails suggesting
alternative ways to honor Reverend Rhim, which
would be appropriate, whether it be a -- naming
a building or a statue or a plague or -- or a
lot of things that could be incorporated into
the community to honor him in this location,
which I think earlier tonight, with the
historic designation of the church
recommendation that we've sent to City Council
would be appropriate within the community,
and -- and I don't think that anyone should be
discouraged by the fact that we don't think a
name change of a street -- you know, I think
the sentiment that's been expressed here is
that in some other fashion we would be in
support.

THE CHAIRWOMAN: Yeah. I would encourage
the church community to pursue that because I
think there are lots of opportunities.

It's a challenging one for us, I'm sure

you can sense that, because as impressive as
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the landmark application is and as impressive
as the reverend is, this is just really a
purely -- this 1is our charge, is to protect the
historic fabric, and this is part of it in this
case.

So thank you very much.

With that, we are going to deny support
for the name change --

MR. TEAL: Recommend denial.

THE CHAIRWOMAN: -- recommend denial on

the name change.
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